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giderable extent, and begged to be incorporated in their
tribe, and to live under their powerful protection. They
oftfered to be their cutters of wood and carriers of water,
and filled with compassion at their broken numbers and
tears of sorrow, the Osaugees, who are a family of the
Algic stock, at last, for the first time, formally received
them into their tribe, and it is only from this period that
the fire of these two tribes (whose names are so linked
together in modern history), can be truly said as having
become one and undivided.

The old men of the Ojibways assert that the Odugamies
speak a distant language,! and do not really belong to the
Algonquin council fires, and it is only since their close
intercourse with the Osaugees that the Algonquin language
has become in use among them. I am aware that this
assertion is directly contrary to the results of Mr. School-
craft’s researches, who places the Odugamies as one of the
most prominent tribes of the Algies. Never having had
the advantage of comparing the peculiar dialect of this
tribe with the Ojibway, I am consequently not prepared to
deliver a direct opinion. Their warfare with the Oduga-
mies has been of such long standing and so sanguinary, that
the Ojibways may naturally consider them as much a dis-
tinet race from themselves, as the Dakotas or Winnebagoes,
the last of whom, in time of peace, they are accustomed to
denominate as “younger brothers,” which circumstance,
however, should not mislead us into the belief that they
consider them as being really a kindred tribe in any closer
degree than their being respective families of the red race
in general.

1 A French memoir on the Indians between Lake Erie and the Mississippi
River, prepared in 1718, and which appears as Paris, Doc. vii. in N. Y. Col. Doc.
vol.ix., contains thisstatement : ** The Foxes are eighteen leagues from the Sacs,
they number five hundred men, abound in women and children, are as indus-

trious as they can be, and have a different language from the Outaouaes.
An Outaouae interpreter would be of no use with the Foxes.””—E. D. N,



